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ABSTRACT

This article describes English Language Teachirigdiia (ELT) from the period of British to the pesg .English
is a widely spoken language in the world and beiiodlependence it was the main language for thissBrijovernment for

trade, commerce, administration and business.

This article gives an idea how English Languagedvadved in India.
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INTRODUCTION

India is a multi-lingual country and has a numbérlamguages and cultures different from place tacel
Therefore, a vast country like India needs a comiaaguage to overcome the barriers of linguistifedénces to unite

people and at the same time serve as an effectdtum of communication.

English is a world class language as F.G.Frenchshal “because of rapid spread of industrial dgwelent,
science and technology, international trade andneerce and the close independence of nation, Enigéistbecome world
language (Pahuja, N.P.,1995).

Before Independence, English was the main languwdgeusiness and administration, trade and commerce,

elegance and diplomacy, fashion and instructioffiaét it was used for all purposes.

Lord Macaulay, in his famous “Minute” (Minutes oh@ February, 1835) recommended the use of Engtiskeducating

the Indian masses.

In 1854, Sir Charles Wood Despatch noted that Bhgtiould be a suitable medium of education, anduah
mandated that a sound knowledge of English waseeegquisite to seek admission into the universityt & the lower

level, local languages continued to be the meditimstruction.

Two extreme views were advocated regarding thehtegcof English in India. The first was to remowve i
completely and the second opinion objected to Ealjlish as a second language and wanted Engligshraedium of

instruction even in schools.

Both the views were extreme in their arguments tinedefore not suitable in the Indian scenario. Aabee
between the two had to be sought to do justiced@ducational needs. The following reasons wefered in support of

the continuance of English in India:

» Hindi had yet to attain the status of being a padian language.
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» English is necessary to give a voice to the Indialture and literature, to non-Indian cultures.

e To remove English would mean to cut off Indiansrirthe new developments in technology and sciendetas

would mean committing intellectual suicide.
* English is a window to the world and closing it medhere will be no access to technology and s@iegtowth.

Mahatma Gandhi also advocated the developmentdidiinanguages and was of the opinion that pedpeld

learn English to represent India abroad.

According to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, English haddme an integral part of our educational systeththis
cannot be changed. He said “English today has beama of the major languages of the world and hal@an neglect its

study only at the risk of loss to themselves.”

C. Rajagopalachari was of the opinion that Enghists the gift of gods and we should not throw ouglEsh also
with the English people.

The University Education Commission (1948-49) helatly Dr. S. Radha Krishnan, recommended that the
English language should be studied, as it previsotation from the world and it also helps us readter across the

world.

In the year 1950, the Indian Constitution allowethksh to be the official language for 15 years &atdr and it
was decided to accord English the status of Astodcficial Language of India for an indefinite pmt by an Act of

Parliament in 1963. Even today, English is the lariguage between the centre and the states.

The Mudaliar Commission (the Secondary Educatiom@gsion) 195253 felt that “no student should be

handicapped by ignorance of the language whichultiihately determine the career that he chooses.”

Central Advisory Board of Education, 1956 (CABE3ammended the three language formula for schotdreni
which was approved by the Chief Ministers’ Confeeim 1961. According to this, every child was rieggh to study three
languages — Mother Tongue, Hindi(national language) English.

In the post-Independence Era, the value of Engliah not recognized at the lower levels and the denfiar
universal education resulted in an increase imthraber of students from all walks of life entergducational institutions.
In this connection, the recommendations given kg ltidian Education Commission (Kothari Commissit@64-66)

marked an important event in the history of edeeain India.

Based on the recommendations of the Kothari Coniomighe following Educational Institutions had best up.
The institutions that help in strengthening theidi@l System of Education are All India Council foechnical Education
(AICTE, set up in November 1945), University Gra@ismmission (UGC set up in 1956), Indian Medical@dl (IMC
set up in the year 1956), and Indian Council foridgtural Research (ICAR set up on 16 July 1929).

The National Policy on Education, NPE covers afiearts of education from elementary to universitseleand

even adult education.
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ELT in Andhra Pradesh

The National Policy on Education called for focuslearning of regional language outlining the ‘dnfanguage
formula’ to be implemented at the secondary edanatével — the instruction of English language, dficial state

language where the school is based and Hindi esdtional language.

There are many English medium, Telugu medium amerotegional medium language schools in the state.
Telugu is the official state language and Hindiaigght as the first language. Telugu is taughhassecond language in
some state schools and English language is compudsace it is an associate language. As far asgiemedium and
other regional medium schools are concerned, sifuntion and subjects are taught in Telugu froas€l1 to class v. In
class VI, Hindi and English are introduced as nepasate subjects. In English Medium schools, Hismttught from class

| and Telugu is taught from class V.

At the Intermediate level, all the branches of 8cé&e Commerce and Arts follow the same course béaks
general English, in addition to studying a langyageich can be of their choice such as Arabic, Ehersanskrit, Urdu,

Telugu, etc.

At the undergraduate degree level, students havergkeEnglish as a compulsory subject and the eooosk is
common to all the branches in addition to one aw@tidanguage of their choice, for the first two fgeat this level of

education.

The education structure for Andhra Pradesh is medeto as ten + two + three pattern. After obseyvine
teaching of English language at different levefsom schooling to undergraduate level - we will ntmek at technical

education and the philosophical orientation of thishnical education.
Goals of Higher Education

The University Education Commission of 1948-1948p{darly known as Radhakrishnan Commission) and the
Education Commission of 1964-66 (popularly knowrKaghari Commission) laid down the basic framewarid goals

for the National Policy on higher education in toaintry.
The goals and objectives of higher education asdia challenges to education (1972) are:

» Aradical transformation of the education system&s to achieve its fundamental objectives of ealing new

knowledge and promoting a scientific and rationglank and temper.

* To train competent men and women with a commitmenbasic human values, social purposes and natural

development.

e To strive to enrich the life of the community arduthrough the diffusion on culture and through sbéution of
the problem by the application of science, techgwland learning (challenges to education 1972).tRisr we
need to plan for a system of technical educatia i capable of meeting the challenges of new mursacial

and technical situation.
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History of Technical Education in India

Technical education is designed for the supplyrained manpower for industrial and economic develept
through judicious application of Science and Tedbgyy The English traders established a survepacht Madras to
train people, as it was important to know the topphy and resources of the place they were rulimgugh physical
survey. This school started with Certificate Progmees but then progressed to Diplomas, and therathdors’ Degree

by the second half of the nineteenth century. Toé&-&raduate courses emerged in the twentieth igentu

The first Engineering college was established @oiRee followed by Howrah, Pune and Chennai (inytber
1884). The year 1944 saw the foundation of plandedelopment of technical education and training aoentific
research as part of which the following steps viaeken: ¢ Appointment of a committee to suggest graent of higher
technical education ¢ Fellowship for training ofestce and technology abroad For coordinated dewsop of technical

education and training on a natural basis, the A@3Jrmed in November 1945.

The Kothari Commission made the following recommnagimh for the proper administration of technical
education: "To ensure the pursuit of the higls¢shdards at the first degree and post-graduagdsieand to provide an
adequate machinery with the national and professionncern with the future development at thesel&wve have
recommended the setting up of a UGC-type orgawiaathdustry and concerned Ministries. This bokdgwd have a full-
time chairman, and funds should be allotted tmiadlock basis."

In view of the above, AICTE became a statutory bthalgugh an Act of Parliament 52, in 1987.

The Education Commission (1964-66) recommendedl@w2+3 year pattern and at the post-degree level, a
Master’s leading to Masters in Technology (M.Teelmd a Post-Graduate Diploma course for industgglirement.

Independent India had hundred industrial trainimgjitutes, fifty three polytechnics and thirty eigimgineering colleges.

In 1960, some entrepreneurs in Karnataka startdgiteebnic and other colleges that were self-finagci
institutions and this trend spread to Maharastrajhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. The four statesreashrooming of

Polytechnic, Engineering colleges as well as Manmeg#, Medical and Pharmacy colleges on self-finagbiasis.

The early 90s saw a boom in Andhra Pradesh in tlosvty of software industry. The establishment of
Information Technology (IT) companies in Hyderalbed to a steep demand for studying EngineeringsasurBy the late
90s however, there was a decline, with difficuld amugh times, uncertainty of jobs and fewer plaget® which
disheartened undergraduates. After 2003, oppoigsnitarted slowly going up again with the changoty market and

stiff competition.

Engineers require strong and effective speakirsgeding and writing skills and reading skills whiplay an

important role and become an integral part at thekplace.

Globalization and Industrialization require moréeefive communication skills which constitute. Emggrs and
this has put a greater demand on the engineersy-nied good academic skills like preparing andepéng reports,
understanding latest devices in technology, etcaridle same time linguistic skills involving wonkji with individuals or

with groups, communicating with clients, negotigtemd decision making.
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CONCLUSIONS

Therefore, English has been considered as a majeigh language in India since independence.Asnvitrdd is
getting globalized, there has also been a senEmglfsh as a global language,not just a languagaeofJSA or the UK.
Although English was considered as a major foraigguage in India, Indians in different contextsrage likely to have
witnessed, or experiencedbenefits of having morenpstence than before. These changes in the fusctan

benefitshave brought about change in the stat&nglish from that of a foreign language to a gldbmtguage.
REFERENCES
1. Aggarwal, J.C. & S.P. Aggarwal. 1985. National Bplbn Education: New Delhi Concept Publishing Compa
2. Howatt, A.P. 1984. A History of English languagea€hing. London: Oxford University Press.
3. Kumar, Ashok, 1991. Current trends in Indian EdiacatNew Delhi: Ashish Publishing House
4. Nurallah Syed and Naik, J.P. 1962. A History of &tion in India 1800 -1960. Inland Printing Workglcutta.
5. Pahuja,N.P.(1995) Teaching of English .New Delhin®| Publications Pvt Itd.

6. Prabhu, N.S. 1980. ‘Theoretical background to thadalore Project’ Regional Institute of Englishufoindia,
Bangalore.

Impact Factor(JCC): 1.7843 - This article can be denloaded from www.impactjournals.us







